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About the Georgia Free Clinic Network…

The Georgia Free Clinic Network (GFCN) was founded in 2003. It is the statewide association of free and charitable medical and dental clinics in Georgia. These clinics, which vary in size and scope of services, are each uniquely dedicated to serving many of Georgia’s more than 1.7 million uninsured. Staffed primarily by volunteers, these non-profit organizations reach out to their communities with an unwavering commitment to local populations.
GFCN is the leading “voice” for charity clinics in Georgia.  Members can address state public policy needs for free clinics, guide consensus and work through GFCN to can find solutions and advance the work of providing care for the uninsured. 

The GFCN mission is to “provide a collaborative support system to foster growth and development of charitable clinics and improve access to quality healthcare for the medically underserved across the state.” 

There are 104 free/charity clinics in Georgia.  Our network of clinics provide a model of how the private sector, and in many cases through the faith-based community, can offer health care to the uninsured at no cost to the taxpayers. The clinics of GFCN provide a safety valve to help take the pressure off the taxpayer-supported system of health care.

The GFCN focus is fourfold:  1) Unifying clinics serving Georgia’s uninsured through advocacy, technical assistance and collective purchasing; 2) Development, implementation and replication of data gathering resources regarding the uninsured; 3) Strengthening the infrastructure to serve GFCN membership; 4) Assisting in the development of services in areas of highest unmet need.

In 2009, GFCN clinics served 200,000 patients, approximately 11% of Georgia’s uninsured. According to the Georgia State Auditor, these clinics provide $200 to $400 million of care. In Georgia, for every $1 invested in a free clinic, $9 worth of services can be provided. 
GFCN is governed by a diverse nine member Board of Directors. Cheryl Christian of Gainesville, GA is the Board Chair. Donna Looper is GFCN’s Executive Director.

About GFCN Clinics…

94% of the clinics provide primary care medical services






46% provide dental services


46% provide vision services









86% provide prescription assistance


83% provide health education


34% provide mental health services


63% accept no payment of any kind for services. If a fee is charged, it can vary from $5-$50.

A clinic’s primary source of funding is individuals and private foundations.


The average number of hours per week a clinic is open 10.


The average number of volunteer hours given a year per clinic is 2000.

Clinics are seeing an average 40% increase in patients due to the state’s record unemployment rate.

65% of the clinics in Georgia have a religious affiliation. 

About the Patients We Serve…
The uninsured in 90 of Georgia’s 159 counties have access to a charity/free clinic.
80% of free clinic patients have one or more chronic illnesses, requiring extensive and ongoing medical care, 
     care coordination and patient education. The most common diagnosis is hypertension, followed by diabetes.
57% of the patients seen in Georgia clinics are female.
85% of the patients treated are between the ages of 18 & 64 years. 

Most patients are employed, sometimes holding more than one job. 
At an average clinic, the percentage of patients who are: White-40%; African-American-41%; Latino-16%
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